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we say that even the Guru has no right to impose himself on
his disciple how can one sect think of suppressing another ?
Every man is a temple of God. Who but a fool would dare
destroy a temple where God is pleased to reveal himself ?
Rajjabji was a disciple of Dadu. They were horn near
Jaipur. More than three hundred years ago this city was
sanctified by the dust of their feet. Who knows if they have
not passed through this very conference ground joyfully
preaching their messages? It is in the fitness of things,
therefore, that we have selected this subject for discussion
in this place.
Kabir may be said to be the original Guru of both Dadu
and Rajjab. When narrow-minded people were emphasizing
the differences between the Hindus and Muslims Kabir said,
" Hindus utter the name of Ram while the Muslims utter the
name of Khoda. Bnt that man really lives who avoids both these
extremes. I neither perform Puja nor do I perform the nama}. In my
inmost heart I pay my obeisance to a universal God. Where there is
real devotion there is no out\vard show. There can be no communal
or sectarian feeling. "
Here is toleration in its truest sense. The way Kabir
characterises his religious life is really wonderful. He says,
** If you call me a Hindu, I would say I am not a Hindu, nor
am I a Muslim. This body of mine is composed of the five
elements and there you can see the manifestations of an
unseen God." (Sad Guru Kabir Sahib Sakhi Grantha,
Baroda, Madhya, 23)
Kabir had a great dislike for people who had made relig-
ion a profession. He said/. I keep myself forty miles away
from Kirtaniyas and sixty miles from Sanyasis. He used to
say that unsophisticated sinners would never go to hell.
Hell was reserved for the calculated observers of religious laws.
Rabidas, Guru Nanak and others were all apostles of
toleration and catholicity. But I would like to confine myself
on this occasion to Dadu and Rajjab who, as local inhabi-
tants, are associated with Jaipur.
Dadu spent some portion of his life of devotion and
realization at Amer and Sambhar not far from this place.
He was born in 1544 and <*ie<J ia